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“New Year, new you.” This phrase is 
thrown around a lot as we start a new year 
and commit to new resolutions. Maybe 
you’re committing to eating healthier or 
exercising more. Maybe you’re starting a 
savings plan. Regardless, it’s beneficial to 
look at your well-being from a different 
point of view. 

Well-being stretches beyond our 
conventional concepts of physical health 
and explores all that drives a person’s 
quality of life. Physical, emotional, 
financial, relationship, spiritual, 
intellectual and environmental health are 
the seven pillars of health. 

EMOTIONAL HEALTH
Taking care of yourself emotionally is 

key to maintaining many areas of your 
health––like physical and relationship 
health. 

• Start a meditation practice. 
• Find a healthy outlet for stress. 

Financial Health
Being in control of your financial health 

can help relieve stress and make you feel 
more prepared for the future. 

• Start a savings plan. 
• Invest in a 401(k). 
• Create a budget and stick to it! 

RELATIONSHIP, SPIRITUAL, 
INTELLECTUAL AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

All these areas play an important role in 
helping us maintain our health. 

• Say “thank you” often. 
• Take time to listen. 
• Identify subconscious beliefs and work 

on stamping them out. 

Be Well

This new year, take the 
time to consider your 
well-being. We think you’ll 
be happy you did!

Thank you again, for allowing us to 
provide your electric service needs.

Chris Larson
clarson@clayunionelectric.coop

GENERAL MANAGER’S COLUMN

Chris Larson,                   
General Manager

PHYSICAL HEALTH 
Physical health isn’t just about 

your weight! Posture and functional 
movement play a huge role in 
maintaining your physical health. 

• Take the time to exercise and stretch 
regularly. 

• Maintain a healthy posture. 
• Get those steps in! 
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YOUR CO-OP NEWS

(USPS 116-800)

Office Hours
Monday through Friday  
7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
1410 E. Cherry St., Vermillion, S.D. 

Board of Directors
Tom Larsen, President 
Christopher Kinney, Vice President 
Mike Slattery, Treasurer 
James Ryken, Secretary 
Gary Glover, Asst. Secretary

Staff
Chris Larson, General Manager
Beth Bottolfson, Manager of Finance  
 & Administration
Mike Kruse, Operations Manager
Lori Rueb, Senior Billing Coordinator
Penny Ascheman,  
 Member Services Specialist
Jackie Williams, 
 Marketing/Communications
Gary Koble, Electrician Foreman
Josh Anthofer, Electrician
Alan Gauer, Crew Foreman
Mike Hauck, Lead Lineman
Travis Schroeder, Lead Lineman
Curt Johnson, Journeyman Lineman
Nick Buckman,  
 Journeyman Lineman
Travis Wells, Journeyman Lineman
Casey Ihnen, Journeyman Lineman
Quinn Springer,  
 Journeyman Lineman

POWER FAILURE – 24-hour service 
In case of Power Failure Call: 
1-800-696-2832 or 624-2673
CLAY-UNION ELECTRIC SPARKS is published 
monthly by Clay-Union Electric Corporation, 
P.O. Box 317, 1410 Cherry St., Vermillion, SD 
57069. Periodicals Postage Paid at Vermillion, 
S.D., and additional offices. Clay-Union Electric 
members devote approximately 50 cents 
a month from their electric payments for a 
subscription to this publication. Subscriptions 
for non-members are available for $12 
annually.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to  
Clay-Union Electric Sparks, PO Box 317, 
Vermillion, SD 57069;  
Telephone (605) 624-2673, 1-/00-696-2832 
Fax (605) 624-5526.
This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer

CONNECTIONS
ERATIVE

CLAY-UNION  
ELECTRIC SPARKS

YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCIALS
 October 2022 Year To Date
Number of consumers BILLED .................. 3,866  .................................... 3,846 
Electric & Other Revenue .....................  $596,772  ..........................  $7,480,736 
Cost of Service ........................................  $587,962  ..........................  $7,184,949 
Operating Margins ..................................... $8,810  .............................  $295,787 
Other Margins ..........................................  $15,234  .............................  $130,898 
Net Margins ..............................................  $24,044  .............................  $426,685 
KWH Purchased ....................................  5,242,022  ..........................  72,270,984 
Cost of Power .........................................  $338,206  ..........................  $4,153,552 
KWH Sales ..............................................  4,878,007  ..........................  68,690,759 
Average kWhs used (residential) ............... 1,143  .................................... 1,309 
Average Amount of Bill (residential) .......... $143  ..................................... $159 

SCHOLARSHIP 
OPPORTUNITY
BASIN ELECTRIC SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED. 

Each year the Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative Scholarship Program 
awards more than 180 scholarships 
in the amount of $1,000 each. Five 
scholarships are for children of BEPC 
or subsidiary employees and will be 
designated for qualified applicants who 
plan to attend a certified Vocational or 
Technical school, five will be designated 
for qualified applicants who plan to 
achieve an engineering degree. Twenty 
will go to children of member-coopera-
tive employees and 141 to member-co-
operative consumers. 

   Clay-Union Electric will award 
one-$1000 scholarship to a child of 
a member. The applicant must be a 
student who is enrolled or planning to 
enroll in a full-time graduate or under-
graduate course of study at an accred-
ited, two year or four year college, 
university, or vocational/technical 
school and parent or guardian must 
be a member of Clay-Union Electric.     
     Applications are available on our 
website at www.clayunionelectric.coop 
or call 605-624-2673 to request one.  
Completed applications must be 
received by February 6, 2023 and can 
be emailed to jwilliams@clayunionelec-
tric.coop or mailed to PO Box 317, 
Vermillion, SD 57069.

Image by Mark Mags from Pixabay 
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Tips to use your 
electric blanket wisely

Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your 
local electric cooperative (address found on Page 3). If your 
poster is published, you’ll receive a prize. All entries must 
include your name, age, mailing address and the names of 
your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.

Weston Kling
Weston Kling, age 7, urges equipment operators to 
always lower augers to accommodate for overhead power 
lines. Weston is the son of Tyler and Alexis Kling of 
Rapid City. Th ey are members of West River Electric 
based in Wall.

Heating pads and electric blankets cause around 500 
fi res throughout the U.S. each year. Almost all of these fi res 
involve electric blankets more than 10 years old. 

Learn how to stay safe and injury-free. 
• Heating appliances should never be left unattended or 

used while sleeping.
• Do not plug electric blankets into an extension cord or 

power strip, as they could overheat and cause a fi re.
• Look for dark, charred, or frayed spots or electrical cords 

that are cracked or frayed. Replace any worn or old heating 
pads or electric blankets.

• Never fold electric blankets when in use. Folded or 
tucked-in electric blankets could overheat and cause a fi re.

• When purchasing electronics, including electric blankets, 
be sure to only purchase from reputable retailers. Purchase 
devices that have been approved by a nationally recognized 
testing laboratory.

• Do not allow anything to rest on top of a heating pad or 
electric blanket when it is in use. It may cause the device to 
overheat.

• Th ere are two types of personal heating appliances: 
electric blankets and heating pads that are placed directly on 
the mattress. Th ey are not meant to be used interchangeably 
or at the same time. 

Be safe around power lines

CO-OP LEADERS SERVE THEIR 
MEMBERS AND CONSTITUENTS

    Ryan Maher is both a state senator and a board member at 
Moreau-Grand Electric Cooperative in Timber Lake. He is one of 
three cooperative leaders who play unique roles in serving their 
co-op consumers while also serving their constituents as state 
lawmakers during the legislative session in Pierre.
 To view the comments and insights 
of these lawmakers and learn more 
about how electric cooperatives work to 
improve our communities, visit Cooper-
ative Connections Plus by scanning the 
QR code at right.

Gums wins Connections 
annual recipe contest

Lily Gums of Clear Lake 
has been selected winner 
of the annual Cooperative 
Connections member
recipe contest.

 Gums submitted a 
beverage recipe she calls 
“Swamp Water” that was 
published in the April 2022 
issue of the magazine. 
She received a $25 gift 
card for her submission. 
Congratulations, Lily!

She is a member of H-D 
Electric Cooperative based 
in Clear Lake.
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SUPER SUPER 
SOUPSSOUPS

Please send your favorite recipes to 
your local electric cooperative (address 
found on Page 3). Each recipe printed 
will be entered into a drawing for a 
prize in December 2023. All entries must 
include your name, mailing address, 
phone number and cooperative name.

VEGGIE CHEESE SOUP
Ingredients:
1/3 c. shredded carrots 
1/3 c. chopped celery 
3/4 c. broccoli fl owerettes (fresh 

or frozen) 
2 tbsp. diced onion 
1/4 c. butter or margarine
6 tbsp. fl our 
2 c. chicken broth 
2 c. milk 
2 c. Velveeta cheese, cubed

METHOD 
Cook carrots, celery and broccoli 
in 1 cup water until tender crisp. 
Saute onions in butter. Add 
fl our to blend. Add milk and stir 
to make white sauce then add 
cheese and stir until melted. Add 
chicken broth and vegetables 
in remaining water. Blend until 
smooth. 
Nancy Stenson, Fort Pierre

CHICKEN FAJITA SOUP
Ingredients:
1 tbsp. oil
1 med. green bell pepper, cut 

into 1/2-inch chunks
1 med. red bell pepper, cut into 

1/2-inch chunks
1 sm. onion, fi nely chopped
3 tbsp. tomato paste
1 lb. boneless skinless chicken 

breasts, cut into 1/2-inch cubes
1 pkg. McCormick® Organics 

Fajita Seasoning Mix
3 c. chicken stock
1 can (14.5 ounces) petite diced 

tomatoes, drained
1 c. frozen corn
1 c. tortilla strips

METHOD 
Heat oil in large saucepan or 
Dutch oven on medium-high 
heat. Add peppers and onion; 
cook and stir 2 minutes. Add 
tomato paste; cook and stir 
2 minutes. Stir in chicken, 
Seasoning Mix, stock, tomatoes 
and corn. Bring to boil. Reduce 
heat; simmer 20 minutes or until 
chicken is cooked through. Ladle 
soup into bowls. Sprinkle with 
tortilla strips. Serve with desired 
toppings.
mccormick.com

CHEESEBURGER SOUP
Ingredients:
2 lbs. ground beef or ground 

chuck
2 carrots, chopped
1/2 med. onion chopped
1/2 stalk celery, chopped
5 med. peeled potatoes, 

chopped
4 c. turkey or chicken broth
3 c. half and half
1 tsp. poultry seasoning
2 tsp. garlic powder
1 lb. Velveeta cheese, chunked
2 tbsp. butter
salt and pepper to taste

METHOD 
Brown ground meat in large pot. 
Drain and return to pot. Add 
butter, onion, carrots, celery and 
potatoes. Cook for 5 minutes. 
Add broth, poultry seasoning, 
garlic powder and continue 
cooking until vegetables are 
tender. Add half and half and 
Velveeta cheese and continue 
heating until cheese has melted. 
Salt and pepper to taste. 
Kathleen Meier, Firesteel
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YOUR CO-OP NEWS

Fly with 
40+ S.D. teens 

and meet 1,800 
from across the 

nation during this  
fast-paced week!

Rural Electric 
Youth Tour to 

Washington, D.C.
June 17-23, 2023

Join the 
FUN!

Best of all, it’s FREE  
thanks to your 
local electric 
cooperative!

For More Information Contact:
Jackie Williams

jwilliams@clayunionelectric.coop
Clay-Union Electric Corporation, Inc.

1410 E Cherry St.
Vermillion, SD 57069

605-624-2673 
or fill out the application at

www.clayunionelectric.coop/washing-
ton-dc-youth-tour

Application Deadline:  
March 3, 2023
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YOUR CO-OP NEWS

Outage Reports
Date Time Township Members Cause              
11/1	 8:30	9.m.	 Garfield	 1	 Unknown
11/17 2:30 p.m. Star 2 Wire Break

Come visit 

at the

January 4, 5, and 6th, 2023
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Mobridge Ice Fishing Tournament 
off ers fun and friendly competition

ICE FISHING IN MOBRIDGE

Billy Gibson
editor@sdrea.coop   

Last fall, the world of competitive 
walleye fi shing was shaken with a star-
tling saga of deception and skulduggery 
worthy of a Tom Clancy novel.

Social media lit up showing the 
dramatic moment a tournament direc-
tor in Ohio shouted at the top of his 
lungs with horror and disgust: “We got 
weights in fi sh! We got weights in fi sh!”

Suspicion had long surrounded a pair 
of locals who ultimately got nabbed 
stuffi  ng lead weights down the gullets 
of their walleye. After the two sparked 
skepticism with a catch of nearly 36 lbs. 
- one-third heavier than the runners-up 
- the director gutted the fi sh right in 
front of the entire fi eld of wary compet-
itors and held aloft several shiny orbs 
the size of steel ping-pong balls.

Th e viral video received more than 10 
million views as cameras captured the 
chaotic scene with one of the accused 
hanging his head in shame (his partner 
had slithered away to his truck) while 
fellow competitors cursed and threat-
ened to infl ict bodily harm upon the sly 
anglers who were later indicted on four 
felony counts.

Vinson Dargatz is pretty sure nothing 
close to that degree of high drama will 
be replicated at the 22nd Annual Mo-
bridge Walleye Ice Fishing Tournament 
set for Jan. 14. Based on his experience 
participating in the event over the past 
12 years, this competition is more 
fi sherman-friendly and the atmosphere 
is much more focused on fun.

Dargatz, an apprentice electrician at 
Lake Region Electric based in Webster, 
has continued to make the four-hour 
trip from his home to Mobridge mostly 

because of the fellowship and the re-
laxed, laid-back vibe of the festivities.

He typically gets together with his 
two brothers and three cousins for 
the tournament that he describes as a 
“yearly ritual.” 

“We always have a lot of fun” he said. 
“We used to just bring a portable shack 
out on the ice and sit on some buckets 
while we fi shed. But now that we’ve 
gotten older, softer and a little smarter, 
we have an Ice Castle and we fi sh and 
hang out and grill some burgers.”

The annual Mobridge Ice Fishing Tournament attracts more than 1,000 avid cold-weather anglers. Photo by Mobridge Outdoors

Vinson Dargatz is shown with one of his 
prize catches.
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Dargatz confesses that the purchase of 
the 8 x 16-foot Ice Castle was actually 
his wife’s idea. When it’s time for an 
outdoor fi shing excursion, the entire 
family with two boys and a girl always 
likes to come along. And mom insists 
on having adequate accommodations.

But Dargatz said when it comes to 
the annual winter escapes to Mobridge 
with the fellas, the family has to fi nd 
something else to do. Besides, the town 
already doubles in size during tour-
nament weekend and if every angler 
brought hangers-on in tow, Mobridge 
might expand to the size of Sioux Falls.

FILLED TO CAPACITY
Lately, the walleye population is 

standing less of a chance for surviv-
al against the increasing number of 
competitors testing their luck and skill 
in the annual tournament. Th e fi eld has 
ballooned to the point of being capped 
at 551 two-person teams with fi shermen 
swarming in from 16 diff erent states. 

Only so many humans can be stuff ed 
into the town’s expo center where the 
group events are held.

All of these developments have bewil-
dered Jeff  Jackson, one of the tourna-
ment’s founders and owner of the Wran-
gler Inn in Mobridge. He recalls more 
than two decades ago sitting around the 
table with a group of town leaders who 
were trying to fi gure out a way to attract 
visitors to the area and capitalize on 
all the outdoor adventure the Missouri 

River and Lake Oahe have to off er.
In the fi rst year, 50 eager contenders 

were lured to the event by the oppor-
tunity to claim the super grand prize 
of a Mr. Heater. Th ese days, the prize 
list represents more than $225,000 
in assorted items such as Ice Castles, 
four-wheelers, a Polaris Ranger, clam 
shacks, $8,000 worth of outdoor gear 
from Scheel’s and Runnings, and more.

Anglers can keep their spot in the 
fi eld if they register early in mid-July, 
otherwise their spot will be thrown into 
a lottery. Th ree guaranteed positions are 
drawn each year for those who par-
ticipate in the town’s summer fi shing 
tournament, the Annual Denny Palmer 
Memorial Walleye Classic. Th ree spots 
are auctioned off  on Ebay, which typi-
cally fetch up to $4,000 apiece, while a 

fi nal spot is raffl  ed off .
Last year’s winners were Travis Berg-

strom and Tate Merchant, who regis-
tered four fi sh weighing a total of 15.8 
lbs. including one lunker that tipped the 
scales at 9.33 lbs. Jason Converse and 
Josh Spilde fi nished second with fi ve fi sh 
weighing in at 13.4 lbs.

Dargatz already has the July 2023 
registration date on his calendar and 
reminder notifi cations set to make sure 
he doesn’t miss out. He’s anticipating 
another adventurous outing in this year’s 
tourney.

“I think it’s great for the town to have 
so many people visiting and spending 
money. It’s pretty wild that a small town 
can pull something like that together. 
Th ey run it like a well-oiled machine and 
make sure everyone has a good time.”

Number of two-person 
fi shing teams competing 

551
in last year’s Mobridge 
Ice Fishing Tournament

The Mobridge Ice Fishing Tournament draws eager competitors from 16 diff erent states. 
Photo by Travel South Dakota

ICE FISHING IN MOBRIDGE
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Last year saw a record increase in 
electric vehicle sales, and experts predict 
that by 2035, many manufacturers will 
only produce electric models. 

A 2021 study by the Department 
of Energy showed that increased 
electrification, or replacement of direct 
fossil fuel use with electricity, would 
account for a 38 percent increase in 
electricity demand by 2050 - and EVs 
will play a major role.

The need for more electricity will have 
a substantial impact on the nation’s grid, 
which means power supply and grid 
infrastructure must be carefully planned 
to accommodate the increased demand. 

EV charging presents new challenges 
in maintaining the grid. Fully charging 
an EV battery requires the same amount 
of electricity needed to power a home 
during peak energy use. However, 
EV charging is a concentrated pull of 
energy over an extended period, which 

can add stress to the local power grid 
by increasing the amount of electricity 
a utility has to provide. Additionally, 
the neighborhood transformer needs 
adequate capacity to handle the load. 
EV charging can shorten the lifespan of 
transformers by straining and overloading 
their capacity if they are not matched to 
a neighborhood’s energy needs. 

Electric cooperatives are currently 
identifying ways to manage this new 
pattern of electricity use, though exact 
strategies will vary based on each utility’s 
unique needs. Analyzing energy load 
patterns or identifying where and when 
the local grid has spikes in demand can 
provide co-ops with data on where to 
place higher-capacity transformers. 

This analysis can provide a picture of 
overall energy use and patterns to help 
forecast future consumption. Planning 
system maintenance and upgrades are 
also part of that long-range forecasting; 
however, this has been recently 
complicated by supply-chain issues with 

longer wait times for transformers. 
EV owners can play a role in reducing 

energy costs and system stress associated 
with charging. Check with your local 
co-op to see if they offer an EV charging 
rate. Typically, an EV rate incentivizes 
charging at night, when electricity 
demand and wholesale rates are lower. 
Charging at night is a great way to ease 
demand in your neighborhood, even 
without a special rate. 

Another potential change on the 
horizon is a new energy peak time. EV 
drivers that plug-in to charge as soon 
as they return home from work would 
create even more electricity demand 
during this busy time of day. But if EV 
drivers use a timer to schedule charging 
at night, the electricity demand could 
be spread over a longer period to 
reduce stress on the grid. This would be 
especially beneficial for neighborhoods 
with multiple EV drivers. 

EVs are only expected to increase 
in number. Electric co-ops and EV 
owners both have roles to play in 
accommodating increased demand. If 
you own an EV, let your co-op know so 
they can better plan energy demand for 
you and your neighbors. 

Katherine Loving

How electric vehicles 
impact the power grid

EVs AND THE GRID

Experts are predicting that by 2035, many major vehicle manufacturers will only produce electric models. Photo by Ford 
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YOUR CO-OP NEWS

Nomination 
Petitions 
Available

Clay-Union Electric Board of Director 
Nomination Petitions Available for  
District #3

Pursuant to Section 7, Article 3 of the 
By-Laws of Clay-Union Electric, as 
amended by the members March 27, 
2012, nominations for the Board of 
Directors of Clay-Union Electric are 
accomplished by petition. 

Director Nomination Petitions are available 
for the nomination of a member in good 
standing with Clay-Union Electric from 
District #3. Petitions are available at the 
cooperative office and can be picked 
up by the person pursuing the position. 
Clay-Union Electric, 1410 E. Cherry St., 
Vermillion, SD. Office hours: Monday 
through Friday, 7:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 
Phone: 1-605-624-2673 or 1-800-696-2832.

The completed petitions 
must be returned to Clay-
Union Electric no later than 
4 p.m. Thursday, January 
26th, 2023 or postmarked 
no later than January 26th, 
2023.

DISTRICT 3: The territory 
served by Clay-Union 
Electric beginning at a 
point on the Northeast corner of the 
territory at the junction of 464th Ave. 
and 309th St.;  thence south on 464th 
Ave. to where a projection of 464th 
Ave. meets the Missouri River; thence 
west along the South Dakota boundary 

Jackie Williams
jwilliams@clayunionelectric.coop

Clay-Union Electric  
Board of Director Districts

of the Missouri River to a point that 
would be a projection south of 452nd 
Ave.; thence north on 452nd Ave. to the 
intersection with 309th St.; thence east 
on 309th St. to the intersection with 
464th Ave., the point of beginning.
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Billy Gibson
billy.gibson@sdrea.coop   

Mental health counselors have 
discovered that seasonal affective 
disorder can be much more than just 
a harmless case of the blahs - it’s a real 
condition that afflicts millions of people 
when the daylight diminishes and the 
temps turn colder.

They also agree that one way to 
defend against the winter doldrums is to 
get out of the house, embrace the crisp 
invigorating air and enjoy all the season 
has to offer.

It doesn’t take much time or effort 
to create a list of fun things to do 
to get the blood pumping and the 
spirit soaring. Stepping away from a 
stuffy den and going outside to build 
a snowman, hike a nature trail, roast 
marshmallows over a bonfire and 
engage in other activities with family 
and friends can help bring back some 

Winter adventure-seekers find 
wonder in the chilly outdoors

mental and emotional balance.
Nick Harrington of South Dakota 

Game, Fish and Parks said his 
department is eager to accommodate 
anyone looking to extract some fun 
from the chill of winter. 

Harrington notes that many of the 
state’s 50-plus public camping and 
recreation areas are open for attendance 
during the long winter months, 
although some facilities are closed in an 
effort to protect delicate nesting habitats 

for eagles and other species of wildlife.
Some comfort stations may close 

down during winter but the state 
has modern lodges available with 
amenities such as heaters and running 
water, including cabins, suites and 
group lodges for cold-weather outdoor 
vacationing.

Harrington said that while many 
vacationers from far and wide flock 
to South Dakota in the summertime, 
the state boasts more than 1,500 
miles of nature trails for cold-weather 
adventurists to discover and is one 

WINTER ADVENTURE

WINTER WINTER 
OUTDOOR FUN OUTDOOR FUN 
The chill of winter doesn’t keep outdoors enthusiasts from finding adventure at Farm Island Recreation Area. Photos by Travel South Dakota

Fat-tire biking in Spearfish Canyon



of the nation’s top attractions for 
snowmobiling, snowshoeing, hiking, 
fat-tire biking and many other 
off -season outdoor adventures.

“Some people just enjoy getting 
out in the cold weather. Th ey like the 
changing of the seasons we get in our 
region and they’re always looking for 
new opportunities to explore what we 
have to off er without a lot of crowds,” 
Harrington said. “It’s already a beautiful 
state, but winter really changes the look 
of the landscape and is a big draw for 
many people looking for outdoor fun.”

World-renowned summertime 
attractions such as the iconic Mount 
Rushmore and Crazy Horse destinations 
take on an entirely diff erent appeal 
during the snowy season. Th e Badlands 
geological formations, Ponderosa pine 
forests, open prairies, secluded lakes and 

scenic waterways become even more 
alluring for landscape photographers, 
bird-watchers, hikers and wildlife 
enthusiasts when set against a charming 
and aesthetically pleasing wintry 
backdrop. 

One of the most highly-attended 
state park destinations during both 
the summer and winter is Custer State 
Park with its 71,000 acres of trails, 
spectacular vistas and pristine lakes. 
Th e site is open year-round and during 
winter off ers a wide array of things to 
see and do.

But there is still lots to explore across 
the state, including the more centrally 
situated Farm Island Recreation Area 
located four miles east of Pierre. 
Considered one of the park system’s 
best-kept secrets, Farm Island sits 
nestled along the banks of Lake Sharpe 

and the Missouri River and welcomes 
many winter guests who enjoy majestic 
glowing sunsets, ice fi shing, eight miles 
of hiking trails, cross-country skiing and 
exploring the perfect natural habitat for 
birdwatching. Th ere’s also RV, primitive 
and cabin camping opportunities 
available.

For more ideas on how to plan 
trip and shake off  the winter blues, 
check out this handy guide: www.
travelsouthdakota.com/winter.

And after deciding on your winter 
vacation plans, don’t forget to pack the 
following along with the rest of your 
cold-weather gear:

• Wool base layer
• Fleece mid-layer
• Windproof outer layer
• Waterproof boots
• Warm hat, scarf, gloves and socks.
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Time spent outdoors during the winter can be benefi cial to mental and physical well-being.

8 WINTER WONDERLANDS 
FOR OUTDOOR ADVENTURE

❄ Wind Cave National Park, 
 Hot Springs
❄ Snake Creek Recreation 

Area, Platte
❄ Palisades State Park, 
 Garretson
❄ Custer State Park Spur, 
 Custer
❄ Randall Creek SRA, 
 Pickstown
❄ Pelican Lake, 
 Pelican Township
❄ Farm Island SRA, 
 Pierre
❄ Oakwood Lakes State Park, 

Bruce

WINTER ADVENTURE
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BOARD MEETING SUMMARY

Clay-Union Electric Corporation

Board Meeting Summary
OCTOBER 28, 2022 • VERMILLION, SOUTH DAKOTA

The board meeting was called to order on October 28, 
2022 at 8:30 a.m. by board President Tom Larsen. The 
meeting was held at the Clay-Union Electric Headquarters. 
     In attendance were Tom Larsen, Chris Kinney, Mike Slattery, 
Jim Ryken, and Gary Glover.  Attending staff members included 
Chris Larson, Beth Bottolfson, Mike Kruse and Jackie Williams.  
Agenda (ACTION ITEM) – A motion was made, seconded, and 
carried to approve the agenda.
Visitors to Be Heard – 

Darrin Lynch, CFC, KRTA Review
Kyle Higgins, Puetz Construction Manager, Review. 

Approval of Minutes from the September Board Meeting 
(ACTION ITEM) – A motion was made, seconded, and carried 
to approve the 9/26/22 board minutes.
Approval of Minutes from the September Executive Board 
Meeting (ACTION ITEM) – A motion was made, seconded, and 
carried to approve the 9/26/22 executive board minutes.
Check List & Electronic Funds Transfer – The board reviewed 
the EFT/ACH payments and the monthly check list as presented. 
New Members and Refunds (ACTION ITEM) – A motion was 
made, seconded, and carried to approve new members, refunds 
and credit deposits as presented.
Early Retirements of Capital Credits (ACTION ITEM) – None 
Contracts (ACTION ITEM) – None
Policy Review – A motion was made, seconded, and carried 
to revise - Policy 106 Compensation and Reimbursement of 
Directors, as presented.
Work Order and Special Equipment Summary – The board 
reviewed the work orders as presented. A motion was made, 
seconded, and carried to approve submitting the Work Order 
Inventories 507 through 509 to RUS for reimbursement.

Work Order Inventory 507 $ 231,210.08
Work Order Inventory 508 $ 294,598.23
Work Order Inventory 509 $ 365,684.56
Total $ 891,492.87

Management Reports:
A. Manager Larson provided reports on monthly activities:
• November Board Meeting – The date of November 22, 2022,
was set as the next regular board meeting to begin at 8:30 a.m.
• East River REED/MAC - The REED/Mac met on October 5th
and also participated with the ER Board of Directors on the ER
Budget presentation.
• KRTA – CFC - Darrin Lynch, Regional VP CFC, gave a
presentation on the Key Ratio Trend Analysis which is a bench
marking tool used to evaluate Clay-Union’s financials.
• Communications Tower – The draft leases have been sent out
for review and are based on the verbal agreements in place.

• Staffing - An open house for Gary Eidem took place on October
28th and it has been announced to the employee group that Josh
Anthofer will be moving to the electrician position beginning
November 1st, 2022.
• Puetz Construction (Action) – A motion was made, seconded
and approved to accept change order PCO #001 and PCO 
#002 to the building contract.  A motion was made, seconded, 
and approved for Christopher Larson, General Manager, to sign 
documents of less than $10,000 on the building contract.
• Irene – Wakonda School District – The school district did not
receive a grant for an electric school bus but is on a waiting list for
additional funds.
• FEMA – Business Manager Bottolfson updated the board on FEMA
funds that were received to help cover costs from a May storm.
• Lewis and Clark Rate for 2023 – Manager Larson reported on
the action taken by the East River Board in approving the Large
Market Load Rates for 2023 to Clay-Union and the rate from
Clay-Union to Lewis & Clark for 2023.
• Economic Development - Manager Larson discussed economic
development activities since the last board meeting.
• City of Vermillion – Manager Larson reported on the SD Public
Utilities Commission docket that officially approved the agreement
with the City of Vermillion on territorial boundary changes.
• Northwestern Energy – Manager Larson reported that the
agreement with Northwestern Energy has not had a docket date
set with the SD Public Utilities Commission.
• Basin Annual Meeting -The Basin Electric Annual Meeting is
November 8th to the 10th.  Mike Slattery is the delegate, and
Manager Larson is the alternate.
• Communications/Advertising Committee – The committee met
on Oct. 13th at East River to discuss rebate recommendations,
advertising campaigns, and misc. other topics.
• SE Managers - The SE Managers group met Oct 14th in Tabor
to discuss many topics affecting the regional cooperatives.
• SDREA Managers – The SDREA managers met in Pierre the
27th and 28th of September to listen to speakers from RUS,
SDREA, NRECA, Border States, Senator Rounds office, CoBank
and ACRE.
• Mid-West Meeting (Action) – A motion was made, seconded,
and approved to authorize attendance to The Mid-West meeting
December 6th to December 8th in Denver with Tom Larsen as the
delegate and James Ryken as the alternate.
• 2023 Load Forecast Resolution (Action) – A motion was
made, seconded, and approved to adopt the 2023 Load Forecast
Resolution.
• SDREA Manager – The SDREA board of directors announced
that Steve Barnett signed an offer late Friday afternoon to join
SDREA as its next general manager.
• RUS Financing of Used Transformers – Clay-Union has received 
a waiver from the Rural Utilities Service.  The waiver will allow
Clay-Union to receive financing for refurbished transformers. The
waiver was needed because of supply chain issues that are causing
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YOUR CO-OP INFORMATION

Office Hours and Due Dates
Our office hours are Monday – Friday, 7:30 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Please remember your PAYMENT 
DUE DATE is the 20TH OF EACH MONTH. Your 
payment must ARRIVE in our office on the 20th to 
avoid any penalties. Please allow mailing time as 
we go by the received date, NOT the postmark. If 
the 20th falls on a weekend or holiday, payment 
is due the following business day. If payment is 
still not received within 10 days by 8 a.m., a $25 
collection fee will be applied and a final disconnect 
notice will be mailed. If disconnection for nonpay-
ment occurs, all past and current energy charges, 
a reconnect fee and sufficient credit deposit will 
be required before the meter can be reinstalled.

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, 
WE ALSO ACCEPT THESE 
PAYMENT OPTIONS.
Bank Draft – Have your 
payment automatically deducted 
from your checking or savings 
account. No fees apply for this 
service. 

Recurring Debit/Credit Card 
– You may call in your credit/
debit card payment and ask for recurring, it will 
then bill to that card every month on the 20th (or 
next business day) of each month until you call to 
cancel. No fees apply for this service.

Pay by Phone – You may call in your credit/debit 
card payment each month. No fees apply for this 
service.

By Mail – Send check or money order with your 
payment slip. Please be sure to mail early so we 
receive it by the 20th, we do not go by postage 
date. 

In Office – We accept cash, check and money 
order or we can take your credit/debit card in our 
office. No fees apply for this service.

On Line Billing – Pay your bill on line at 
www.clayunionelectric.coop No fees apply for this 
service.

Collection Fee ...............................................$25 
Standard Reconnect Fee ............................$50 
Reconnect Fee for Non-Payment........... $100 
After Hours Reconnect Fee ..................... $150 
Insufficient Funds Check Fee ....................$30

Delinquent Accounts (gross rate) 
10 percent on the first $200 plus 2 percent 

on the balance.

problems with getting new transformers on a timely basis.
• 2023 Annual Meeting Date – A motion was made, seconded, and approved
to set the 2023 Annual Meeting date of March 28th with an inclement weather 
date of April 11th at the Wakonda School.
B. Administrative Report – Finance and Administration Manager Bottolfson
reviewed the following reports with the board:

1. Billing Activity
2. Financials for September
3. FEMA Funds Received
4. CFC Integrity Fund
5. Work Order Inventories

All reports were posted to the website earlier for board review.
C. Operations Report – Operations Manager Kruse discussed the operations
report that was provided earlier:

1. Monthly department work summary
2. Wiring crew
3. Outage Report for September
4. Service Upgrades
5. New Services

All reports were posted to the website earlier for board review. 
Financial Report – Finance and Administration Manager Bottolfson reviewed 
the following reports with the board:

- Actual to Budget
- Balance Sheet
- Cash Flow Statement
- Interest Income
- kWh Sales Report
- Large Power
- Line Loss
- Operating Statement
- Power Bill
- Summary of Purchased Power
- Wiring Income & Expense

All financials were posted to the website earlier for board review.
Legal Report – None
Strategic Planning – None
Safety Meeting Minutes – The Safety Meeting Minutes from October were 
posted to the website for the board to review. 
Cyber Security – The September Cyber Security report from East River was 
posted to the website for the board to review and then discussed during the 
managers’ report.
Video and/or Meeting Reports – 

• East River Report
• East River Financials
• Basin Report

Executive Session – The board went into Executive Session at 1:38 p.m. with 
Glover, Larsen, Slattery, Kinney, Ryken, Manager Larson and Mike Kruse, 
Operations Manager present, at 1:52 Mike Kruse left Executive Session, 
Executive Session with Board members and Manager Larson was adjourned at 
2:16 p.m.  There was no action taken.
Calendar – The board reviewed the November 2022 calendar.
Adjournment – There being no further business, a motion was made, 
seconded, and carried to adjourn the meeting at 2:17 p.m.

        Thomas Larsen, President           James Ryken, Secretary   



To have your event 
listed on this page, send 
complete information, 
including date, event, 
place and contact to your 
local electric cooperative. 
Include your name, 
address and daytime 
telephone number. 
Information must be 
submitted at least eight 
weeks prior to your 
event. Please call ahead 
to confirm date, time and 
location of event. 

Note: Please make sure 
to call ahead to verify the 
event is still being held.

REGISTER TO WIN!
Bring this coupon and mailing label to the Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives booth in LaCroix Hall 
at the Black Hills Stock Show to win an electric snow blower!

Your Phone Number: __________________________________________________
Your E-mail Address: __________________________________________________

JAN. 27 - FEB. 4, 2023
Black Hills Stock Show & Rodeo
800 San Francisco St.
Rapid City, SD
605-355-3861

JAN. 1
American Legion Post 15 
Pancake Breakfast 
8:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
South Dakota Military Heritage 
Alliance Building 
1600 W. Russell St.
Sioux Falls, SD

JAN. 13-14
ON YOUR FEET! THE MUSICAL
Show Dates: 
Jan. 13, 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 14, 2 p.m. 
Jan. 14, 7:30 p.m.
Washington Pavilion
Sioux Falls, SD

JAN. 14
Coats for Kids Bowling 
Tournament 
Registration Starts at 1 p.m.
$80 for a four-person team
Meadowood Lanes
Rapid City, SD
605-393-2081 

JAN. 14
Chinook Days 
Winter Carnival
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Big Hill
Spearfi sh, SD

JAN. 20
Rapid Valley UMC 
Soup Supper
4:30 p.m.-7 p.m.
Rapid City, SD

JAN. 21
Lakota Games on Ice
1 p.m.-4 p.m.
Mitchell Prehistoric Indian Village
Mitchell, SD

JAN. 27-28
Annual Deadwood Pro 
Snocross Races
Jan. 27, 12:50 p.m.
Jan. 28, 8:25 a.m.
Days of ‘76 Rodeo Grounds
Deadwood, SD 

JAN. 27 - FEB. 4
Annual Black Hills Stock 
Show & Rodeo
Central States Fairgrounds and
The Monument
Tickets may be purchased 
online and at the gate
Rapid City, SD
605-355-3861

JAN. 28
K9 Keg Pull
On-site registration
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Deadwood Street by 
Outlaw Square 
Deadwood, SD

FEB. 3-4
TOOTSIE
Show Dates: 
Feb. 3, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 4, 2 p.m. 
Feb. 4, 7:30 p.m.
Washington Pavilion
Sioux Falls, SD

FEB. 10-11
Mardi Gras Weekend 
Mardi Gras Events & Parade 
sponsored by Deadwood 
Chamber of Commerce
Main Street
Deadwood, SD

FEB. 11
Songs of Romance
7:30 p.m.
Washington Pavilion
Sioux Falls, SD

MAR. 4
Annual Ag Day
9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Washington Pavilion
Sioux Falls, SD


