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Crazy about
Curling
Win or lose, there’s
no bad curling
Pages 8-9
Saddle making
for the pros
Pages 12-13

Many curling enthusiasts
contend the world would
be a more peaceful place if
everyone “threw the stone.”

GENERAL MANAGER’S COLUMN

2022 Capital and Operating
Budgets Approved

Chris Larson,
General Manager
clarson@clayunionelectric.coop

On December 29th we held our
regular December board meeting
in which the board of directors
approved our budgets for 2022. The
two separate budgets are the Capital
budget and the Operating budget.
The Capital budget is comprised
of new equipment along with the
construction plans for 2022. These
items require cash to pay for them
but are depreciated over the life
of the asset and show up on our
income statement as depreciation
expense. The construction plans
will be submitted to the Rural
Utilities Service to draw down loan
funds. The interest that is paid on
these 30-year loans also shows on
the income statement and is called
interest expense. This helps us keep
our rates steady and doesn’t make
todays members pay for assets that
will be used for future years.

Board of Directors passed
budgets that will not require
rate increases for 2022
The Operating budget is comprised of
our best estimates for what many call our
Income statement. The Operating budget
is comprised of our Revenue from member’s
electric bills less our expenses to maintain and
operate your electric cooperative.
Included in the expenses are the power costs
from our cooperative partner, East River. We
estimate that 55.0 cents of every dollar that
we collect is for the power we resell to you.
The next 24.0 cents are for the maintenance
and operations of the local power network,
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buildings, trucks, and services provided to
our members. Another 2.0 cents are for the
taxes we pay on our poles and wires located
throughout our service area. The following
18.0 cents is for paying for the poles and
wires we build and replace along with other
equipment that we use to provide reliable
service to our members. The last cent is
for an operating margin that our financial
institutions require to show that we can repay
our loans. This margin then is assigned to
the members capital accounts after our annual
audit. The board of directors will decide later
to refund portions of the member’s capital
accounts.
This year’s budget includes some power
credits we are receiving from Basin Electric
and East River Electric. Both of our power
providers experienced better than budgeted
margins and have chosen to pass some of those
on to Clay-Union. We will use those credits
to lower power costs which will help us keep
our rates steady for 2022. The budget that
the board of directors passed requires no rate
increase for 2022.
The board of directors continues to evaluate
the plans for a future new facility. We have
received some preliminary plans and have
asked for some revisions. We will continue
to work with the architects and put together
a plan on how to pay for the project. We will
share that plan with the membership when
we have narrowed the options. We are taking
our obligation to the membership, seriously,
and will do our best to protect the assets of
the cooperative in the most economical way
possible.
Thank you again, for allowing us to provide
your electric service needs.
Chris Larson
General Manager
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P.O. Box 317, 1410 Cherry St., Vermillion, SD
57069. Periodicals Postage Paid at Vermillion,
S.D., and additional offices. Clay-Union Electric
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a month from their electric payments for a
subscription to this publication. Subscriptions
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annually.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Clay-Union Electric Sparks, PO Box 317,
Vermillion, SD 57069;
Telephone (605) 624-2673, 1-/00-696-2832
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Clay-Union Electric Board of Director
Nomination Petitions Available for
District #4 and District #5
Pursuant to Section 7, Article 3 of the
By-Laws of Clay-Union Electric, as
amended by the members March 27,
2012, nominations for the Board of
Directors of Clay-Union Electric are
accomplished by petition.
Director Nomination Petitions are
available for the nomination of a
member in good standing with ClayUnion Electric from District #4 and
District #5. Petitions are available at the
cooperative office and can be picked by
the person pursuing the position. ClayUnion Electric, 1410 E. Cherry St.,
Vermillion, SD. Office hours: Monday
through Friday, 7:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.
Phone: 1-605-624-2673 or 1-800-6962832.
The completed petitions must be
returned to Clay-Union Electric no
later than 4 p.m. Thursday, January
27th, 2022 or postmarked no later than
January 27th, 2022.
DISTRICT 4: The territory served by
Clay-Union Electric beginning at a point
on the Northeast corner of the territory at

the junction of 458th Ave. and 297th St.;
thence south on 458th Ave. to the intersection with 303rd St.; thence east on 303rd St.
to the intersection with 464th Ave.; thence
south on 464th Ave. to the intersection
with 309th St.; thence west on 309th St. to
the intersection with 446th Ave.; thence
north on 446th Ave. to 297th St.; thence
west on 297th St. to the intersection with
458th Ave., the point of beginning.
DISTRICT 5: The territory served by
Clay-Union Electric beginning at a
point on the Northeast corner of the
territory at the junction of 452nd Ave.
and 309th St.; thence south on 452nd
Ave. to where a projection of 452nd Ave.
meets the Missouri River; thence west
along the South Dakota boundary of the
Missouri River to a point that would be
a projection south of 440th Ave.; thence
north on 440th Ave. to the intersection
with 308th St.; thence east on 308th St.
to the intersection with 446th Ave.; the
south on 446th Ave. to the intersection
with 309th St.; thence east on 309th St.
to the intersection with 452nd Ave., the
point of beginning.

This institution is an equal opportunity
provider and employer
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WINTER DRIVING

Make a plan before
heading out in wintry
road conditions
Though they may make for a pretty seasonal
backdrop, snow and ice can complicate even modest
travel plans. It’s unsafe to drive when visibility is vastly
reduced or when you can’t fully control your car.
According to AAA, wintry weather and its byproduct
- hazardous road conditions - are a factor in nearly
a half-million crashes and more than 2,000 road
deaths each year. With those figures in mind, here are
some tips to minimize the risk to yourself and other
motorists during winter weather.
Don’t drive unless you must. It really isn’t
worth the risk to your safety and that of others to
venture out onto potentially unsafe roads for any
circumstance that isn’t urgent. Pay attention to
weather reports so you can run any time-sensitive
errands and stock up on supplies before adverse
conditions arrive. If you must drive to work, that’s one
thing. But don’t tempt fate if you can help it.
If you have to drive, eliminate distractions. Keep
your phone out of reach or set it to airplane mode - a
good practice year-round but especially important
when roads are dicey.
Keep a bundle of cold-weather gear in your car,
including water, nonperishable food, warm clothing, a
flashlight, glass scraper, blankets and medications.
Before you set out, alert others to your route,
destination and estimated time of arrival.
Make sure your tires are properly inflated and
have plenty of tread.
Keep your gas tank at least half full to prevent a
frozen fuel line, which could leave you stranded.
Don’t use cruise control when driving on any
slippery surface.
Drive slowly. Lower your speed to counteract the
reduced traction that accompanies snow and ice.
Accelerate and decelerate slowly. Applying the gas
slowly can help avoid skids. Since it takes longer to
slow down on icy roads, take your time to slow down
for a stop sign or light.
A final note for winter driving: Never warm up a
vehicle in an enclosed area such as a garage. Exercise
caution and good judgment to stay safe as you negotiate whatever conditions winter brings this year.
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POWERLINE
SAFETY QUIZ
TRUE OR FALSE?
Power lines are insulated for
contact.
False. While power lines
may have a covering to
protect against weather,
they are not insulated for
contact. Birds can sit on
power lines unhurt because they don’t create a path to the
ground. You and your ladder do.
I should keep myself and any equipment I’m using at least 10 feet
away from any power lines.
True. You don’t need to contact a power line to be in danger;
electricity can jump, or arc, from a power line to a person who
gets too close. The best insulator is space. Keep yourself and
your equipment at least 10 feet away from power lines.
I can be electrocuted by a power line even if I am wearing gloves
and rubber boots.
True. Work gloves and rubber boots offer no protection against
contact with a power line. Once again, space - and lots of it - is
the best insulator.

Don’t touch power lines
Luke Walden
Luke Walden reminds co-op members that it’s important
to never touch power lines under any conditions. Luke
is from Brandon, where he and his parents Blake and
Jennifer are all members of Sioux Valley Energy.
Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your
local electric cooperative (address found on Page 3). If your
poster is published, you’ll receive a prize. All entries must
include your name, age, mailing address and the names of
your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.

RECIPES

BRUNCH
TIME!
BRUNCH EGG BAKE

COLD OATMEAL MUESLI
Ingredients:

1 cup quick oats
1 cup old fashioned oats
1/2 cup raisins
1/3 cup brown sugar
1 tsp cinnamon
2 cup milk

METHOD
Mix all ingredients together and let sit
overnight in the refrigerator.
Serve cold. May add walnuts and
apples or other fresh berries when
serving, if desired.
Elaine Rieck, Harrisburg

Ingredients:
12 slices, bread, crusts removed
2 cups diced ham or bacon, crisp
and chopped
1 - 4 oz. can mushrooms,
drained
1 green pepper, chopped
1 onion, chopped
1 cup cheddar cheese, shredded
5 eggs
2-1/2 cups milk
salt and pepper
paprika

METHOD
Butter six slices of bread and put
face down in 9 x 13 inch pan,
lightly sprayed with cooking
spray. Cover the bread with the
ham, mushrooms, green pepper,
onion and cheese. Dice the
remaining bread and spread over
the top. Beat eggs, milk, salt and
pepper and pour over the top.
Sprinkle with paprika. Cover
the pan with foil and refrigerate
overnight. In the morning, bake
at 350 degrees for 1 hour. Serves
12.
Mary Jessen, Holabird

CHEESY SAUSAGE
AND POTATO SKILLET
CASSEROLE

Ingredients:
8 ounces bulk breakfast sausage,
crumbled
1 medium onion, chopped
1 medium green bell pepper,
chopped
6 eggs
1 cup milk
1 tablespoon McCormick®
Oregano Leaves
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon McCormick®
Coarse Ground Black Pepper
1 1/2 cups shredded mozzarella
cheese
1 cup crumbled feta cheese
2 plum tomatoes, seeded and
chopped
1 tablespoon oil
1 package (20 oz) refrigerated
shredded hash browns
3 tbsp fresh dill, parsley or green
onion finely chopped

METHOD
Cook and stir sausage in large
skillet on medium heat 5 minutes
or until lightly browned. Add
onion and bell pepper; cook and
stir 5 minutes or until vegetables
are tender. Set aside. Beat eggs in
large bowl with wire whisk. Add
milk, oregano, salt and pepper;
mix well. Add sausage mixture,
cheeses and tomatoes; mix well.
Set aside. Pour oil into same
skillet, swirling to coat the pan.
Spread hash browns in bottom
and up sides of pan. Pour egg
mixture over potatoes. Cover.
Cook on medium heat 10 to 15
minutes or until eggs are set.
mccormick.com
Please send your favorite seafood
recipes to your local electric cooperative
(address found on Page 3). Each
recipe printed will be entered into a
drawing for a prize in December 2022.
All entries must include your name,
mailing address, phone number and
cooperative name.
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YOUR CO-OP NEWS

$1000 BASIN
SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATIONS
AVAILABLE
Deadline February 14, 2022
Each year the Basin Electric Power
Cooperative Scholarship Program
awards more than 180 scholarships
in the amount of $1,000 each. Five
scholarships are for children of
BEPC or subsidiary employees and
will be designated for
qualified applicants
who plan to attend a
certified Vocational or
Technical school, five
will be designated for
qualified applicants
who plan to achieve
an engineering degree.
Twenty will go to
children of member-cooperative
employees and 141 to membercooperative consumers.
Clay-Union Electric will award
one-$1000 scholarship to a child
YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCIALS

of a member. The applicant must
be a student who is enrolled or
planning to enroll in a full-time
graduate or undergraduate course
of study at an accredited, two year
or four year college, university, or
vocational/technical
school and parent or
guardian must be a
member of Clay-Union
Electric. Applications
are available on our
website at www.
clayunionelectric.coop
or call 605-624-2673
to request one.

Completed applications must be
received by February 14, 2022
and can be emailed to jwilliams@
clayunionelectric.coop or mailed to PO
Box 317, Vermillion, SD 57069.

November 2021

Year To Date

Number of Consumers.................................3,517.............................3,814 Avg.
Total Revenue ......................................... $705,904............................$7,940,578
Total Cost of Service............................... $703,587 ...........................$7,819,348
Operating Margins ..................................... $2,317............................... $121,230
Other Margins ..............................................$5,817 ............................. $103,996
Total Net Margins ........................................$8,134............................... $225,226
kWh Purchased ..................................... 7,062,911 ...........................75,533,520
Cost of Power .......................................... $415,172 ...........................$4,537,559
kWh Sales ................................................ 6,751,621 ...........................71,678,015
Residential Average Usage .........................1,330 .....................................1,266
Residential Average Monthly Bill.................$157 ..................................... $153
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YOUR CO-OP NEWS

RURAL ELECTRIC
YOUTH TOUR TO
WASHINGTON, D.C.
IS BACK!

Join the
FUN!

#YTDCSD2022
Fly with
40+ S.D. teens June 18-24, 2022
(Best of all, it’s free
and meet 1,800
thanks to your local
from across the
electric cooperative!)
nation during this
fast-paced week!

For More Information
Contact:

Jackie Williams
605-624-2673
or find the application online at
https://clayunionelectric.coop/washington-dc-youth-tour

Application Deadline:
March 18, 2022
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HOOKED ON CURLING

STICKS AND STONES
Members of the Aberdeen Curling Club hold a public instructional session to teach both the young and old the finer points of
their sport.

Curling clubs seek to educate the public and
spread the word about the joy of throwing stones
Billy Gibson
billy.gibson@sdrea.coop

Looking for a sure-fire way to
achieve permanent world peace and
lasting harmony?
Make curling mandatory.
At least Bryan Rau thinks that’s
just the ticket to putting an end to
international animosity. Rau serves
on the board of the Aberdeen Curling
Club and describes being hooked the
moment he threw his first stone in
competition eight years ago.
“When I touched that first stone it
was like 10,000 volts going through
me. I kicked out the hack and threw
that stone down the ice and it was
just incredible,” he said. “I think if
everybody curled, the whole world
would be different. Everybody would
get along. There’s no bad curling. No
matter where you play, whether you
win or lose, it’s all good curling. It’s
a game that’s played with honor and
pride. You don’t have to be a jock or
a talented athlete. It’s a sport that’s

made for everyone. I’ve seen people
play from 8 to 85.”
Bryan and his fellow board
member, Steve Gascoigne, spent a
recent afternoon in Gascoigne’s garage
taking in a documentary called “Sticks
and Stones: Battle for the Soul of
Curling.” When they’re not playing
the game, they enjoy talking about it.
As for his role as the club’s ice
master, Gascoigne can wax eloquently
about how to prepare the perfect
sheet of competition ice. He describes
the tedious and exacting process that
involves various measures of zamming,
scraping, mopping, pebbling (twice),
watering and nipping.
And if you can’t control your stone
after Gascoigne and his crew have
spent 45 minutes working their
magic, more practice may be in order.
The job of a stone hitting its target
largely falls on the shoulders of the
skip. A typical four-member team
includes the lead, second, vice skip
and skip. Each player throws two
44-pound stones and the vice skip
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Aberdeen Curling Club members
Danny Wolfgram, John Hilton, Alex
Wolfgram and John Peterson recently
completed an “eight ender,” which is
often compared to a perfect game in
baseball.

HOOKED ON CURLING

Curling club
contacts
Sioux Falls Curling Club
605-271-7539
www.scheelsiceplex.com
Aberdeen Curling Club
605-228-1717
www.curlaberdeen.com

Cross country skiers receive both the mental and physical health benefits of a

Rushmore Curling Club
605-484-4477
www.rushmorecurling.org
Yankton Curling Club
(605) 665-0229
www.yanktonice.org
MN Curling Association
www.mncurling.org

stands in when it’s the skip’s turn to
throw. The direction of the stone’s
path can be altered by sweepers who
brush the surface in a way that can
make the stone lose speed, gain speed
or curl left or right.
The last stone is called the hammer
and can be used to earn points with a
favorable position near “the button” or
knock the opponent’s stone out of the
target area.
But beyond the technical aspects
of the sport or tallying wins or losses,
each of the four most active clubs
across the state share the same goal of
educating the public about the sport
and getting younger folks hooked on
curling.
Rau, for instance, is a long-time
Scout master and is working with his
local troop to get the kids involved.
He and Gascoigne and other members
of the club visit the Boys and Girls
club, school groups and others to

Many curling clubs have two common goals: dedicated ice and a desire to teach
others the rules and techniques of their sport.

teach youngsters how to play the
sport, share their positive experiences
and answer their questions.
The same spirit of advocacy is also
found at the Yankton Curling Club,
which was started last winter by Mike
and Julianna Ford along with a small
group of other enthusiasts.
Julianna serves as president of the
group and fell in love with the sport
when she was a high school student
in her native Alberta. She describes
failing to make the roster of the
volleyball and basketball teams but
eventually finding a home with the
curling squad.
“Our gym class went to the local ice
rink and I loved it,” she recalled. “It
was a lot more strategic than physical
and it was something I could compete
in.”
She later moved to Sioux Falls,
married Mike, and the two helped
create the existing club in that city.

Several years later they moved to
Yankton for Mike’s work and soon
started another club. The Yankton
group lists about 45 members and is
also heavily involved in growing the
sport in their community.
“We’re reaching out to schools,
clubs and nursing homes,” Julianna
said. “There are handicapped leagues
and elderly people can play by using
a stick to throw the stone. It’s a sport
that’s literally for everyone.”
The Fords don’t often find
themselves on different sides of the
ice, but when they do they try to
keep the competitive fires closer to an
ember than a raging flame.
So, bottom line…who’s better?
“No comment,” Julianna said,
before commenting with a chuckle,
“but I’m the one who went to Arena
Nationals.”
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HOME SECURITY

Shining
a light
on home
security
habits
Paul Wesslund

Lighting up your yard will keep the burglars away,
right? That’s mostly true, but like a lot of things in life,
it’s not that simple.
A brightly-lit yard could make it easier for the bad
guys to see during a break-in.
From street lights to porch lights, many studies show
that better outdoor lighting reduces crime. But those
same reports say that security lighting works best as
part of a plan that takes into account what crooks look
for.
The basic advice from law enforcement, insurance
companies and home security system vendors is, don’t
just flip on the yard light before bed. In fact, you may
want to turn it off before turning in.
The goal is to make it look like people are home.
Turning lights on and off gives your home that lived-in
look. And if you’re not there, well, there’s an app for
that.
Here are six tips to electrify your outdoor lighting
tech and increase the security of your home.
1. Think like a burglar. Intruders tend to enter a
home through a door, and they’d rather you not be

10 COOPERATIVE CONNECTIONS | FEBRUARY 2022

home, so they watch for signs that people are at work.
That’s why most burglaries happen in the day, and
why leaving your lights on all day and night, or when
you’re on vacation, can be an advertisement that no
one’s home. Do keep the yard lit while you’re up and
around to show normal activity - turning off the porch
light at bedtime can be a sign to a potential intruder
that someone is in the house. Pay attention to spots
that could cover up a break-in - keep trees and bushes
trimmed.
2. Light for all the right reasons. Are you trying to
light a walkway for guests or keep intruders away from
an entrance? Place lights so they achieve your objective.
And safety isn’t just about reducing crime. A well-lit
outdoor space can also prevent trips, falls and other
accidents.
3. Enlist technology. Electronic timers and lights
that turn on when they sense motion can give the
impression that someone’s home and can light the
sidewalk when you return from an outing, without

HOME SECURITY

Electronic timers and outdoor flood lights that turn on when they sense motion can give the impression that someone’s
home. Photos by Ring

leaving the lights on all the time.
Increasingly, lights and light fixtures
can be linked to your smartphone
so that you can control them by

From street lights to porch lights,
studies show that better outdoor
lighting reduces crime.

turning them on and off while
you’re out and about.
4. Weigh the pros and cons
of investing in a home security
system. Security cameras, alarm
systems and protection services
offer a wide range of conveniences
including fire protection or
checking whether your pets hop
onto the dining table when you
are away from home. A security
camera can also help identify
someone stealing a package that has
been delivered to your doorstep.
They can be expensive, so do your
research carefully, and know what
you’re trying to achieve with your
investment.
5. Protect yourself from internet
hackers. Internet-connected
devices can be hacked by digitalsavvy troublemakers. Whether it’s
a security camera or a smart light
bulb, they offer cyber crooks a way
into your personal information.
The basic internet security advice
is to have strong passwords and

change them regularly, especially
on your home’s central router. Keep
software updated on your devices those updates often add the newest
cyber protections. Even though it’s
tempting, don’t use social media to
tell the world you’re on vacation.
Consider sharing your travel photos
after you get back.
6. Go old school. Besides
electricity and technology, use
people to reduce crime. Invite
a local police officer to give a
safety briefing at a neighborhood
meeting. They can describe the
best steps for your area. And of all
the crime-reducing tips, experts
say the best one is to get to know
your neighbors, who can recognize
and report any out-of-the-ordinary
activity.
Lighting the path to safety, it
turns out, involves taking the time
to put together a plan, wise use of
technology and a little help from
your friends.
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DAHL SADDLES

STILL IN THE SADDLE
At age 77, Dave Dahl of Fort Pierre is nearing the completion of his 2,000th saddle and has no plans to slow down anytime
soon. Photos by Billy Gibson

Saddle-maker Dave Dahl of Fort Pierre
delights in helping bronc riders bring home
championship buckles and purses
Billy Gibson
billy.gibson@sdrea.coop

Dave Dahl will probably never win
a hand model contest. Dahl’s digits are
gnarled, bent and puffy after nearly a
half-century of hard labor producing
bronc saddles for dozens of rodeo
champions.
Dahl is quick to point out, however,
that looks can be very deceiving: his
mitts are as strong and dependable
and productive as they’ve ever been,
seasoned with decades of experience.
At the age of 77, Dahl is still going
strong creating saddles out of his shop
in downtown Fort Pierre. Incredibly,
he’s still keeping his customary pace
of hand-crafting nearly 60 high-

performance saddles a year.
“Somebody once said if your hands
aren’t moving, you ain’t making money,”
Dahl chuckled.
During the last week of December,
Dahl was busy dashing out his
56th saddle of 2021. That saddle,
commissioned by a Canadian bronc
riding champion, was No. 1,924 of
Dahl’s career. Yes, Dahl does keep
count, stamping every saddle that leaves
the shop. He’s already anticipating
reaching the 2,000 mark.
He’s considering loaning that
milestone saddle to Fort Pierre’s Casey
Tibbs Museum so that visitors can see
the brand that’s catapulted dozens of
rodeo competitors to the top.
“There’s actually two that are marked
1,000,” Dahl said. Turns out that Glen

12 COOPERATIVE CONNECTIONS | FEBRUARY 2022

O’Neill ended up with the first one, but
then Dahl’s daughter Darcy Harper also
received a commemorative version for
roping events. Incidentally, No. 1,800
is displayed in the North Dakota Rodeo
Hall of Fame where Dahl was inducted
in 2017 for both his riding and his
other contributions to the sport.
The list of riders who have won
titles from the swells of a Dahl saddle
is endless and includes champions
from Alberta to Aberdeen to Australia:
CoBurn Bradshaw, Cody DeMoss, Clay
Elliott, Chuck Schmidt, Jake Watson,
Tom Reeves, Jeff Willert, Taos Muncy,
Zeke Thurston, Cort Scheer, Wade
Sundell, Kyle Whitaker and so many
more that Dahl can hardly keep up.
Eight Dahl saddles were at the 2021
PRCA Nationals in Las Vegas.
Pro riders enjoy collecting purses and
Dahl delights in helping them reach
their goals. He knows how hard it is not
only to stay on a spirited bucking bronc

DAHL SADDLES
for a few seconds but also how difficult
it is to make a dollar at it.
Dahl recalls his own limited days as a
card-carrying professional when he won
several buckles on the PRCA circuit
before taking his saddle-making business
full-time in the summer of 1974.
Bronc riding set a fire in Dahl’s soul at
an early age, growing up on the family
farm in Keene, N.D., as one of 11
children. He competed for New Town
High School and later went on to claim
a national collegiate title as team captain
for Black Hills State in 1967. A year
after graduating with a bachelor’s degree,
Dahl also won the South Dakota Rodeo
Association’s saddle bronc title.
While he taught school for three
years, Dahl eventually decided to make
saddle-crafting his life’s work. Dahl’s
friend and fellow rider Dick Jones got
him interested in the craft and the
two set up shop in an old abandoned
drug store building next to the bank
in Fort Pierre. In 1986, the bank
decided to open a drive-through lane
so the business moved across the street
to its present location where Dahl
runs Diamond D Saddle Shop and
also manages a western clothing store
adjacent to the shop.
Dahl plans on keeping his hands hard
at work with no end in sight. He stays

Dahl’s phone number is on the speed-dial list of collegiate rodeo coaches in
several states across the country. At left, Dahl applies his trademark stamp to one
of his saddles.

as busy as ever while participation in
rodeo continues on an upward growth
trajectory. College rodeo coaches in
Missouri, Texas, Oklahoma, California
and other states have Dahl on their
speed-dial lists. He said he recently
received a call from someone wanting
him to fit a saddle for her 11-year-old
child.
“It’s just really a booming sport,” he

said. “The training is better, there are
better horses, there’s better TV coverage
of the sport and there’s more money out
there to be made. There are still a lot
of ranch kids who grew up on horses
and know how to ride. And they like to
compete to see who’s the best. There’s
so much work and I still enjoy it, so I
don’t plan on jumping out of the saddle
anytime soon.”
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BOARD MEETING SUMMARY

Clay-Union Electric Corporation

Board Meeting Summary
NOVEMBER 23, 2021 • VERMILLION, SOUTH DAKOTA

The board meeting was called to order on November 23, 2021,
at 12:51 p.m. by board President Tom Larsen. The meeting
was held in the board room at the Clay-Union Electric Headquarters.
In attendance were Tom Larsen, Mike Slattery, Jim Ryken,
Chris Kinney, and Gary Glover. Attending staff members included Chris Larson, Beth Bottolfson, Mike Kruse, and Jackie
Williams.
Agenda (ACTION ITEM) – A motion was made, seconded,
and carried to approve the agenda with two clerical changes.
Visitors to Be Heard – Puetz Construction, Jim Weber
Approval of Minutes from the October Board Meeting (ACTION ITEM) – A motion was made, seconded, and carried
to approve the 10/22/21 regular board minutes with a minor
clerical change.
Approval of Minutes from the October Executive Session
Meeting - A motion was made, seconded, and carried to approve the 10/22/21 executive board minutes with a minor clerical change.
Check List & Electronic Funds Transfer – The board reviewed the EFT/ACH payments and the monthly check list
as presented.
New Members and Refunds (ACTION ITEM) – A motion
was made, seconded, and carried to approve new members, refunds and credit deposits as presented.
Early Retirements of Capital Credits (ACTION ITEM) – A
motion was made, seconded, and carried to approve early retirement of capital credits as presented.
Contracts – None
Policy Review (ACTION ITEM) – After reviewing, a motion
was made, seconded, and carried to approve the following policies with recommended changes or no revisions:
208 – Financial
209 – Depreciation Rates
210 – Capitalization
Work Order and Special Equipment Summary – None
Management Reports:
Manager Larson provided reports on monthly
activities
• December Board Meeting – The date of the 29th of December 2021 was set as the next regular meeting to begin at
8:30 a.m.
• East River MAC - The REED and ER MAC met on the
morning of November 2nd.
• Cyber Security - The report from East River for October was
provided and discussed.
• Eide Bailly Audit (Action) - A motion was made, seconded,

A.
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and approved to retain Eide Bailly for Audit services in 2022.
• Basin Annual Meeting – a discussion was led by those that
attended the Basin Annual Meeting
• Annual Meeting Date - The Gayville School gym has been
reserved for the date of March 29th for our Annual meeting and
the Ladies Auxiliary has been contacted about serving the meal.
• Territory Issues – Manager Larson reviewed events from the
last month involving territory issues.
• Land Purchase – Manager Larson signed the agreements and
closed on the property along highway 19 for a building site.
• Puetz Construction – Jim Weber from Puetz presented an
estimated cost for a possible building project. After a lengthy
discussion, the board asked for some revisions and options, if
any, to cut cost estimations.
• Mid-West Consumers Association – A motion was made,
seconded, and approved, with Tom Larsen as the delegate and
Chris Kinney as the alternate to attend the annual meeting in
Denver, CO December 6th-9th.
• Economic Development – Manager Larson reviewed economic development activities over the last month.
• Southeast Managers – The Southeast Managers met on November 5th in Elk Point.
• East River 2021 Satisfaction Survey – Manager Larson reviewed the information from our members that participated in
the 2021 satisfaction survey conducted by East River.
• SDREA Annual Meeting (Action) - A motion was made,
seconded, and carried to authorize attendance to the meeting
on January 13th and 14th in Pierre and name Gary Glover as
the delegate and Mike Slattery as the alternate.
• SDREA Director (Action) - A motion was also made, seconded, and carried to nominate Tom Larsen to represent ClayUnion on the SDREA Board.
Administrative Report – Business Manager Bottolfson
reviewed the following reports with the board:
1. Billing Activity from October 2021
2. NRECA Benefit Enrollment & New ID Cards
3. October Financials
4. Annual Inventory Scheduled
All reports were posted to the website earlier for board review.
Operations Report - Operations Manager Kruse discussed the operations report that was provided earlier:
1. Monthly department work summary
2. Wiring crew
3. Outage update for October
4. Service Upgrades
5. New Service report
All reports were posted to the website earlier for board review.
Financial Report – Business Manager Bottolfson reviewed the
following reports with the board:
- Actual to Budget

B.

C.

YOUR CO-OP INFORMATION
Office Hours and Due Dates
- Balance Sheet
- Cash Flow Statement
- Interest Income
- kWh Sales Report
- Large Power
- Line Loss
- Operating Statement
- Power Bill
- Summary of Purchased Power
All financials were posted to the website earlier for board review.
Legal Report – None
Strategic Planning – None
Safety Meeting Minutes – The safety minutes from October and November were presented to the board for their review.
Cyber Security – The October Cyber Security report from East River was
posted to the website earlier for the board to review and then discussed
during the managers’ report.
Video and/or Meeting Reports –
• East River Report
• East River Financials
• Basin Report
Executive Session – None
Calendar – The board reviewed the December 2021 calendar.
Adjournment – There being no further business, a motion was made,
seconded, and carried to adjourn the meeting at 4:48 p.m.
Thomas Larsen, President
James Ryken, Secretary
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SUPER FOODS
Make a heart-healthy choice by eating whole grains,
fruits and vegetables, and lean proteins.
For starters, here are 10 foods to keep in mind when
making your next grocery list:

1

SALMON

6

Omega-3 fatty acids

2

3

Potassium, antioxidants

DARK CHOCOLATE

CITRUS FRUITS

Antioxidants, vitamins
and minerals

– You may call in your credit/
debit card payment and ask for recurring, it will
then bill to that card every month on the 20th (or
next business day) of each month until you call to
cancel. No fees apply for this service.

Pay by Phone – You may call in your credit/debit
card payment each month. No fees apply for this
service.

By Mail – Send check or money order with your
payment slip. Please be sure to mail early so we
receive it by the 20th, we do not go by postage
date.
In Office – We accept cash, check and money

On Line Billing – Pay your bill on line at

9

GREEN VEGGIES

Protein, fiber, iron

(Broccoli, spinach and kale)

Antioxidants, fiber,
vitamins and minerals

10

AVOCADO

Monosaturated fats,
antioxidants

DID YOU KNOW?
Omega-3 fatty acids lower
the risk of irregular
heartbeat and slow plaque
build-up in arteries

Recurring Debit/Credit Card

BEANS

Antioxidants

5

payment automatically deducted
from your checking or savings
account. No fees apply for this
service.

8

Monosaturated (good)
fats, fiber, vitamin E

Antioxidants

4

Bank Draft – Have your

order or we can take your credit/debit card in our
office. No fees apply for this service.

Soluble fiber to lower
cholesterol

BLUEBERRIES

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE,
WE ALSO ACCEPT THESE
PAYMENT OPTIONS.

NUTS

OATMEAL

(and other berries)

TOMATOES

Our office hours are Monday – Friday, 7:30 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Please remember your PAYMENT
DUE DATE is the 20TH OF EACH MONTH. Your
payment must ARRIVE in our office on the 20th to
avoid any penalties. Please allow mailing time as
we go by the received date, NOT the postmark. If
the 20th falls on a weekend or holiday, payment
is due the following business day. If payment is
still not received within 10 days by 8 a.m., a $25
collection fee will be applied and a final disconnect
notice will be mailed. If disconnection for nonpayment occurs, all past and current energy charges,
a reconnect fee and sufficient credit deposit will
be required before the meter can be reinstalled.

Antioxidants prevent or stop
cell damage that can lead to
cancer or other illnesses

www.clayunionelectric.coop No fees apply for this
service.

Collection Fee ...............................................$25
Standard Reconnect Fee ............................$50
Reconnect Fee for Non-Payment........... $100
After Hours Reconnect Fee ..................... $150
Insufficient Funds Check Fee ....................$30

Delinquent Accounts (gross rate)
10 percent on the first $200 plus 2 percent
on the balance.

Sources:
health.com, Amanda Gardner, Feb. 13, 2017
(http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20720182,00.html)

FEBRUARY 2022 | COOPERATIVE CONNECTIONS 15

FEBRUARY 12-13

DTGCA Sioux Falls Trophy
Show (The Big One)
Sioux Falls Convention Center,
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-280-2438

FEBRUARY 18-28

Black Hills Film Festival
Various Locations in Rapid
City, Hot Springs, Hill City and
Spearﬁsh, SD, visit www.black
hillsﬁlmfestival.org for more
information

FEBRUARY 19

Sioux Empire on Tap
Denny Sanford Premier
Center, Sioux Falls, SD, visit
siouxempireontap.com for
more info and tickets

Valentine’s Day
February 14

FEBRUARY 25-26
JANUARY 22

To have your event
listed on this page, send
complete information,
including date, event,
place and contact to your
local electric cooperative.
Include your name,
address and daytime
telephone number.
Information must be
submitted at least eight
weeks prior to your
event. Please call ahead
to confirm date, time and
location of event.
To view the publication’s
master event calendar,
scan the QR code below:

Reba McEntire
Denny Sanford Premier Center,
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-367-7288

JANUARY 28-29

Deadwood Pro Snocross
Races
Days of ‘76 Rodeo Grounds,
Deadwood, SD, 605-578-1876

JANUARY 28-29

27th Annual Dinner Theater
Reliance Legion Hall, Reliance,
SD, call 605-730-0553 for
more info and tickets

JANUARY 28-31

Lead Winterfest
Various Locations, Lead, SD,
call 605-584-1100

JANUARY 28FEBRUARY 6

Black Hills Stock Show &
Rodeo
Central States Fairgrounds &
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center,
Rapid City, SD, 605-355-3861

JANUARY 29-30
Or visit https://sdrea.coop/
cooperative-connectionsevent-calendar to view
more upcoming events.

DTGCA Gun Show
National Field Archery Building,
Yankton, SD, 605-731-9154

FEBRUARY 4-6

Fiddler on the Roof
Washington Pavilion, Sioux
Falls, SD, 605-367-6000

FEBRUARY 5

Lake Hendricks
Improvement Association
Ice Fishing Derby
Hendricks, MN, contact Tim at
507-828-2113 for registration
and more information

FEBRUARY 9-12

Watertown Winter Farm
Show
Codington County Extension
Complex, Watertown, SD,
605-886-5814

FEBRUARY 11

Calamity’s Shindig
Homestake Adams Research
& Cultural Center, Deadwood,
SD, 605-722-4800

FEBRUARY 11-12

Bulls & Broncs
Expo Center at the W.H. Lyon
Fairgrounds, Sioux Falls, SD,
605-367-7178

FEBRUARY 11-13

Black Hills Sports Show &
Outdoor Expo
Monument Arena, Rapid City,
SD, visit bhsportsshow.com
for more information

FEBRUARY 12

Lakota Games on Ice
3200 Indian Village Road,
Mitchell, SD, 605-996-5473

Mardi Gras Weekend
Main Street, Deadwood, SD,
605-578-1876

FEBRUARY 25-27,
MARCH 3-5

Making God Laugh
Grand Opera House, Pierre,
SD, 605-224-7826

FEBRUARY 26

The Music of John Williams
Washington Pavilion, Sioux
Falls, SD, 605-367-6000

MARCH 3-5

The 39 Steps
Orpheum Theater Center,
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-367-6000

MARCH 10-13

Annual Sioux Empire
Sportsmen’s Show
Sioux Falls Arena &
Convention Center, Sioux
Falls, SD, visit www.sioux
fallssportshow.com for more
info and tickets

MARCH 12

28 Below Fatbike Race,
Ride and Tour
Spearﬁsh Canyon Lodge, Lead,
SD, visit www.28below.com
for more info and to register
Note: Please make sure to
call ahead to verify the event
is still being held.

